PREFACE

THIS book is an attempt to deal with sides of village life
left untouched or only lightly grazed in my former book,
The Punjab Peasant in Prosperity and Debt: for example,
the peasant's relation to landlord, pir,* mullah, and priest;
his supplementary means of subsistence; new develop-
ments in his farming; the social and economic position of
women; emigration, housing, and rural sanitation; the
village community and rural reconstruction. The book
came to be written because last cold weather in the
course of my official duties as Registrar, Co-operative
Societies, Punjab, I undertook an extensive tour on
horseback with the primary object of finding out what
headway Co-operation was making in the countryside.
The tour was designed to give me a bird's-eye view
of the province as a whole and took me through
the submontane belt at the foot of the Himalayas, the
country bordering on Hindustan and Rajputana, the
well-tilled but congested area between the Sutlej and
the Beas, the prosperous canal colony of Lyallpur, the
rainless and comparatively primitive tract along the
Indus, and finally, across the northern uplands which
look towards the Frontier. It fell into two parts, and,
following linguistic and to some extent climatic divi-
sion, I have called the one the eastern, and the other
the western Punjab. Throughout I have sought to
ascertain what the peasant does and what he thinks on
each question, believing that this is an indispensable
preliminary to all schemes for* his betterment. This
explains the title, for which perhaps a word of apology
is due to my Indian readers. I chose it because it
exactly ^expresses the standpoint of the book. The sub-
title is due to a phrase constantly used by the more
intelligent peasants I met in contrasting the old order

and the new*

1 Muhainmadan religious leader.